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UC PRIME 
Programs

• UC PRIME is an innovative training program focused 
on meeting the needs of California’s underserved 
populations in both rural communities and urban 
areas by combining specialized coursework, 
structured clinical experiences, advanced 
independent study and mentoring.

• Each new program has an area of focus that is 
selected based upon faculty expertise, the 
populations served by each school and its medical 
center, and other local considerations. 

• Each continues to develop and improve its guidelines 
for admission and recruitment of students and its 
new curriculum designed to educate and train future 
physician leaders, researchers and advocates for the 
communities they will serve.
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UC PRIME Programs

2004 UCI – PRIME LC
2007 UCSF – PRIME US

UCD – Rural-PRIME
UCSD – PRIME-HEq

2008 UCLA – PRIME-LA
2011 UCSF Fresno, UC Davis, UC Merced (SJV 

PRIME)
- 2017: Decision at level of UCOP with all UC partners 

for UCSF Fresno to have a single institution for GME 
and UME



Rationale

• Inadequate workforce/pipeline

• Lowest ratio MD/population in CA

• Aging workforce

• Very low ratio housestaff/population

• High patient needs

• Growing geriatric population

• High and growing incidence of poverty among 65+

• Consequences – Impending Health Care Crisis

• Worse health outcomes

• Less access to care (primary and specialty)

• Limited access to research advances

State of Health Care and Physician Training in the San Joaquin Valley



Mission Statement: 

We develop future physicians to serve and 
become health care leaders for the San 
Joaquin Valley who are:

1. Recruited from and educated within SJV 
communities

2. Trained to effectively work with 
community partners to impact SJV health 
disparities and needs 

3. Dedicated, diverse and committed to 
underserved populations



Curriculum Structure

F1 in San Francisco F2 & Career Launch 
in Fresno



ARISE
ARISE held in the San Joaquin Valley
- Week long course to introduce program vision, structure, introduce key 
faculty, start community engagement activities.



ALIGN - Seminar course on topics related to the SJV6

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

FS
Large Groups

FS 
Large Groups

CMC
QI Project

ZSFG

CMC
Clinical Skills

Sim Lab

FS
Small Groups

FS
Small Groups

CIC
Small/Large 

Groups

SJV PRIME 
Cohort to Meet 

on specified 
Tuesday 

afternoons



San Joaquin 6
(SJV 6)



F1 Structure 
– Seminar 
Series

• Health Disparities
• Community Engagement
• Mentorship 101
• Cardiovascular Disease 
Burden in SJV
• Professional Identity & 
Growth
• COPD/Smoking Relationship
• Leadership Journey
• Nutritional Intervention 

and Health Promotion & 
Diabesity and Food 
Insecurity

• ESRD/Dialysis Access in 
SJV/HD Site Visit

• Liver and Hep C
• Human Trafficking
• Pesticide Exposure with 
Promotoras
• Politics of Water in the SJV 
• Immunology 
• Microbial Presence
• Cocci
• Pre-Term Birth
• Healthy Geriatrics
• Reducing ACEs in the SJV
• Substance Abuse in SJV
• Carecen Visit and Immigrant 
health



ARCH Weeks
ARCH weeks to be held at main campus and at Fresno
- These weeks are a mixture of large group lectures with small 

breakout groups
- SJV PRIME students will be in SF for Monday and (occasionally) 

Tuesday AM
- In Fresno for rest of ARCH weeks
- This will allow for community engagement activities to be 

based in the SJV



ASPIRE (Summer Program)

ASPIRE - SJV Summer program between year 1 and year 2 (6-8 weeks) 
Combination of didactics and community-based activities



Curriculum Structure

F2 & Career Launch 
in Fresno



F2/CL – In Fresno

• F2 – One-year LIC (longitudinal integrated clerkship) 
in Fresno (LIFE)
• Builds on prior experience with UCD students 

and UCSF LIFE LIC and traditional block 
students who rotate with UCSF Fresno

• Fresno already running FS in F2 day (partnering 
with UC Merced faculty)

• Coordination with clerkship directors at main 
campus for equivalency of experience, grading, 
remediation, etc – already well-established ties 
for almost all (working with anesthesia)

• CL (Career Launch) – in Fresno



CODA

• Closure program in Fresno prior to CODA
• Students will go to SF and do CODA and graduation with 

the rest of their class



PRIME-US and SJV PRIME – UCSF has 2 
PRIMEs!

• Close relationship – PRIME-US has been 
very helpful with guidance, advice, and 
assistance as SJV PRIME has grown

• Cooperate on advocacy within the SOM, 
State-wide conferences, pipeline 
presentations, other

• Create opportunities for students to 
work together on projects, get together 
for social events



SJV PRIME Faculty and Staff
Position Name Location

Loren I. Alving, MD Program Director Fresno

Leticia Rolón, MD Associate Program Director San Francisco

Erica Gastelum, MD Assistant Director Fresno

Marlene Martin, MD
Arthur Wood, MD
Meghan O’Brien, MD
Manuel Tapia, MD

F1 Coaches San Francisco

Richard Kiel, MD
Lily Hitchner, MD
Motasem Refaat, MD

F2 Coaches UCSF Fresno

Erica Gastelum, MD LIFE Co-Director Fresno

Grace Carlson SJV PRIME manager Fresno

Allyson Khau F1 Coordinator San Francisco

Sydney Farnesi F2 Coordinator Fresno



Thank you for your interest in SJV PRIME!

• We are very excited to tell you about our program!

• Contact us with any questions:

Program Website

UCSF San Joaquin Valley PRIME

Our Students

Class of 2023

Class of 2024

Class of 2025

Questions

leticia.rolon@ucsf.edu

lalving@fresno.ucsf.edu

https://meded.ucsf.edu/ucsf-san-joaquin-valley-prime-sjv-prime
https://meded.ucsf.edu/md-program/current-students/education-programs/ucsf-san-joaquin-valley-prime-sjv-prime/sjv-prime-matriculating-class-2019
https://meded.ucsf.edu/md-program/current-students/education-programs/ucsf-san-joaquin-valley-prime-sjv-prime/sjv-prime-matriculating-class-2020
https://meded.ucsf.edu/md-program/current-students/education-programs/ucsf-san-joaquin-valley-prime-sjv-prime/sjv-prime-matriculating-class-2021
mailto:leticia.rolon@ucsf.edu
mailto:lalving@fresno.ucsf.edu

