
BRIDGES CURRICULUM
2019 Core Clerkship Grading

What is changing  
for core clerkships  
in 2019?
Core clerkships will assign grades of 
pass/fail. No honors grades will be 
assigned in core clerkships. There 
will be greater emphasis on direct 
observation of students’ performance 
and real-time feedback.

Why is this change  
being made?
UCSF faculty and students have 
become progressively concerned about 
the fairness, accuracy, and effects of 
clerkship grading, despite over three 
years of efforts to improve clerkship 
grading. Concerns address: 

Fairness:
Like many schools, UCSF moved the core clerkship year earlier. Judging students’ suitability for a future 
career based on their MS2 performance is fundamentally unfair.

Wellness:
The stress around grading in core clerkships has serious consequences for student wellness, and increases 
the risk of burnout and serious mental health issues.

Equity:
Group differences in clerkship grades at UCSF exist for under-represented in medicine (UIM) and non-UIM 
students, always favoring the non-UIM students. Consequences impact our ability to diversify the workforce.

Learning:
Students report that they must focus on performance rather than learning in their clerkships. This manifests 
in fear of asking questions and focusing on tasks that will help them ‘look good’ and earn good grades rather 
than on improving their skills and helping their patients.

Deferring the awarding of honors grades until the subinternships in Career Launch provides core clerkship 
students a solid year to learn clinical medicine and improve their skills before engaging in high-stakes grading 
experiences. We know from our past experience of moving to pass/fail in the pre-clerkship courses that 
removing honors grades encourages teamwork and improves student wellbeing. 



FAQs

meded.ucsf.edu/foundations-2

Will students be motivated for 
clerkships without opportunities to 
earn honors?
Our students do not need the external motivation of grades 
to do their best; the goal of learning to care for patients is a 
primary motivation. Students will be motivated to receive valuable 
feedback and have opportunities to learn and improve through 
their core clerkships and prepare for subinternships. They will 
need to achieve expected competencies and milestones and  
pass clerkship exams.

Won’t this change place too much 
emphasis on Step 1?
Step 1 is already a high-stakes, high-stress exam for all students 
nationally, and at UCSF. UCSF students take Step 1 after their 
core clerkships, after a two-month study period. We will produce 
high-quality clerkship narratives for the MSPE (Dean’s letter) and 
continue to support students in their many extracurricular and 
research endeavors, and Career Launch clerkships, that create a 
well-rounded application and MSPE.

What about Career Launch?
Honors grades will be awarded in most Career Launch 
(fourth year) four-week clerkships. Awarding honors grades in 
subinternships will allow UCSF to present our students’ strengths 
in the residency selection process. Ensuring that students are well 
positioned for residency is a high priority.

How can we create high-quality 
Career Launch evaluations?  
Are these honors grades meaningful?
Faculty leaders and work groups are actively designing 
procedures for Career Launch evaluations so that students’ 
evaluations will provide useful descriptions of students’ 
performance and abilities. We are committed to raising the bar  
for all Career Launch evaluations.

Will this change hurt students 
applying to highly competitive 
specialties?
Students will be able to distinguish themselves with core clerkship 
narratives, Career Launch narratives and grades, Step 1 scores, 
extracurriculars (research, leadership, volunteerism) and letters  
of recommendation. 

What will change immediately in  
January 2019?
Faculty and residents will be asked to do more direct observation 
of student performance and provide brief, real-time feedback. 
Interns will no longer complete evaluation forms for students and 
will instead serve in a coaching role.
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Career Launch

Foundations 2

Career Launch

You will gain foundational knowledge in basic and clinical sciences while building the 

habits of mind of an inquiring physician, contributing to the health of patients and 

improving the delivery of health care.

During your immersion in team-based clinical settings, you will advance your patient 

care and systems improvement skills, while revisiting core concepts in foundational 

science as they relate to patient care decisions.

During this individualized phase of the curriculum you will choose clinical experiences 

and a scholarly project aligned with your career goals.  

Foundations 1

The Bridges Curriculum is a three-phase, fully integrated curriculum delivered over four years:

The UCSF School of Medicine invites you 

to join us in pioneering a new approach to 

medical education that will prepare you to be a physician-leader 

who can transform 21   Century health care. You will work collaboratively with interprofessional teams 

to provide compassionate patient care while you broaden your knowledge, advance science and seek new 

ways to improve health care delivery in your community and nationwide.

Your Path to Being a “Uniquely UCSF” 21    Century Physician

Some highlights that you will experience at UCSF include:   

meded.ucsf.edu/bridges            

twitter.com/ucsfbridges

bridges@ucsf.edu

A longitudinal clerkship in which you will be a contributing member of a patient care and community 

health team while learning and applying clinical skills.

Close mentorship and a personalized advising system to support your entry into the profession of medicine.

A flexible learning environment that integrates active classroom sessions enabled by online learning tools.

Dedicated time to engage in scholarly projects in one of the core domains of science instrumental to 

solving today’s health care challenges. 

Opportunities to individualize your clinical and scientific learning to support your career goals.  
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You will know a UCSF physician by the way he or she approaches patients, populations and problems.
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